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The 14 most important news of the week
1/ The first Chinese aircraft carrier will be an id entical copy to the Russian « Admiral 
Kuznetsov » (Izvestya). 

This info was revealed by Andrew Chan, chief editor of “Canva Defense Review” and 
expert on defense issues related to Asia. Apparently, pictures of the bridge were 
discovered by Mister Chan as he was going through the Chinese press. According to Mister 
Chan, the pictures revealed an identical copy of a “Varyaga” – class ship ; one Russia had 
sold China at the end of the 90s, a period when China was very interested in such 
acquisitions (China bought then through South Korea two cruisers, Minsk and Kiev). 
This size 1 model of the bridge is located in the city of Ukhan, where the Institute 701 is 
specialized is such studies and problems. 75% of the ship was put together in Ukraine in 
1985, but at the collapse of the Soviet Union, it was sold to a tour company in Macao and 
then appeared mysteriously in China. 
Ruslan Pukhov, of the AST Center, says the Chinese are in to big problems because the 
Russians won’t help them and because they won’t be able alone to understand the 
complexity of the ship. Mister Chan is not forecasting as of when the Chinese will start 
putting the pieces together, in the Shanghai wharfs.



2/ Tripoli announces it wants to buy 15 Su-35s, 4 S u-30s and 6 Yak-130 (Voenno-
promishlenni kurier). 

The contracts could be signed at the end of this year or at the beginning of the next and 
reach an amount of almost 1bn USDs. Libya was also studying the possibility to buy MiG-
29SMTs but after the huge contract signed by the Russian Air Force at MAKS for 48 Su-
35s it preferred to buy Sukhoi aircraft. The talks were held during the Arab-African Aviation 
Expo LAVEX-2009. Libya is interested also in Ka-52s and Mi-17s, in submarines 636, tanks 
T-90S and so on. Experts say Libya could buy, inside the next few years, worth 2.2bn USD 
of armament to Russia.

3/ Medvedev says the creation of Federal entities in  Russia has now gone out of 
control (Lenta.ru). 

“It doesn’t mean we have to close them but sooner or later, these corporation will have 
either to choose the path of privatization or the one of liquidation”, said the President.  
There are now 7 Governmental Entities now in Russia : Vneshekonombank, 
Rostechnologies, Rosatom, Olimpstroi, Rosnano, the Deposit Insurance Agency and the 
Reform Fund. All these corporation have been created by Putin ; Medvedev created only 
Avtodor, which is not quite a Governmental Entity. Chubais, last August, was saying that he 
wasn’t considering seriously the liquidation of any Governmental Entity and that if the 
decision to change the charter of Rosnano, for example, it would still continue working, only 
under a different name.



4/ The Ministry of Economical Development is studyi ng a law that could allow aircraft 
leasers to seize unpaid for aircraft without going to court (RBC Daily). 

This new law would give Rosaviatsia the power to ground an aircraft for which the monthly 
fees aren’t paid and the aircraft owners to sequestrate their aircraft simply when the proof is 
established by a notary that the sums aren’t paid on time. Andrey Lipovetskii of “IFK” says 
such measures are current and take the example of “KrasAir” : the now-bankrupt airline 
operated the machines during 6 months without paying the lease. Oleg Panteleev, of 
AviaPort, says “if Russia had signed the Capetown Convention”, it wouldn’t have to invent 
its new rule.

5/ « Rosavia » should announce the results of the tend er it opened for the buying of 
airplanes before December 20 (Kommersant). 

OAK, Boeing and Airbus took part in the tender for a hard order of 50 short-haul aircraft and 
an option on 15 more. The amount of the deal should be over 2.5bn USD.



6/ Antonov visited by a French delegation (Kommersan t – Ukraine). 

The French had the occasion to see the An-124 and the An-70, two aircraft that are going 
to be produced again soon.

7/ The A380, on a worldwide tour, lands in Moscow’s  Domodedovo Airport 
(Vedomosti).

It’s the first time that this airliner goes to Russia, where it hasn’t found any buyers yet.
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8/ The TsAGI develops a unique system capable of mon itoring the deformation of 
airplane engines fan blades (TsAGI release).

9/ The unpaid salaries of “KD avia” are going to be paid by the Region of 
Kaliningrad. “KD avia” went bust last month (Kommers ant).

10/ “Aeroflot-Cargo” bankrupt (Vedomosti). The aircr aft and the personnel are going 
to be absorbed by the mother company « Aeroflot ».

11/ Vietnamese VietJet to buy SuperJets (Vedomosti). 

12/ The US is going to build 2 heliports in Estonia  (Delfi).

13/ The Ufa Motor Plant has signed a contract for t he production of AL-41F-1S (117S) 
for the Su-35S (Rosfinkom).

14/ The Be-200 is presented to Prime-Minister Berlu ssconi (Vzgliad). The Be-200 is 
used in many countries worldwide to fight against f orest fires. 



The first “digital” Soyuz will be launched in 2010” ( Vesti).

According to Vladimir Soloviev, “Energya” Vice-President, this new 
spaceship will suffice one astronaut to handle. He then added that the 
astronaut who would fly it would be someone from “Energye”, possibly 
Mister Alexandr Kaleri. The two seats left vacant could then be sold out 
to space tourists. Vitalii Lopota was saying earlier however, that the first 
flight to the ISS would be due only in 2011, that “we are not in a hurry”. 

Russia presents a resolution project to the UN asse mbly (Golos
Rossii).

The Russian delegation has presented the UN a resolution for measures
of trust in space. It says that the race for armament in space is a serious 
threat to the world and to peace. This resolution has already been 
presented by Russia three times and each time the number of people 
looking favorably grows. 58 countries signed the project. The US was 
against. 

Space News



The Fourth Belorus International Space Congress (Bel orusskie Novosti).

Starting October 27 and lasting 3 days, opens in Minsk the 4th Belorus Space Congress 
organized by the National Science Academy and the National Space Council. On the 
agenda will be new technologies and education ; ecological monitoring ; satellite navigation 
and so on. The part takers will also talk about international cooperation and the possibilities 
for Governmental organizations and associations, as well as for private companies to 
cooperate and to use space for research and for business. 
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Marina Stepina, a

Russian interpreter based in Moscow
and specialised in international
shows and conventions. 

Tel.: +7 916 677 25 20
Email : marimax@progtech.ru
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For any inquiries, please contact us : 
info@g3rep.com


